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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.

  Margaret Mead
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Why are we here today?Why are we here today?

• The Flood Protection Alliance is a group of
business, civic, and environmental leaders
working on flood protection issues.

• We are concerned about the upcoming
decision by the USACE regarding interim
flood protection for the IHNC.
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““The IHNC is the Achilles heel of the East Bank.The IHNC is the Achilles heel of the East Bank.””
Col. Jeff Bedey, USACE

The Three Basins are Exposed to:

Overtopping

and

Catastrophic Failure of I-Walls
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Current StatusCurrent Status

• The project has a scheduled completion
date of 2011, but many of those involved
outside of the Corps feel this is optimistic.



The Issue:The Issue:

How to provide interim protection from
storm surges from the southeast.



Corps is Considering Several OptionsCorps is Considering Several Options
Including:Including:

The Gate SolutionThe Gate Solution:

Build a gate on the GIWW

The Steel Plate SolutionThe Steel Plate Solution:

Attach steel plates to raise low sections of
IHNC I-walls
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• Substantially Decreases Overtopping

• Greatly Reduces Chance of Catastrophic
Failure

• Provides Robust Protection

• Rough Cost:  $80M to $100M

GIWW Gate SolutionGIWW Gate Solution
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Steel Plate SolutionSteel Plate Solution

• Does not prevent overtopping of GIWW

• Increases the risk of I-Wall failure

• Does not provide robust protection

• Rough Cost:   $30M to $50M



The Steel Plate SolutionThe Steel Plate Solution

• May be cheaper

and

• It May be Faster



ButBut……..

Will it allow us to rebuild our lives and our
homes in confidence?



Action ItemsAction Items

• The Corps will be making a decision in the
    near future.


